Apollo Theater stars born at Zellerbach

rancisco
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Amateur Night road show stops in town
to pick through a hundred h0pefuls_

By Joel Selvin

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

essica Johnson, 14, went to bed

early the night before her au-

dition for the Apollo Theater

Amateur Night on Tour last
weekend. It was the night before
that she stayed up late rehearsing
her song.

An olive-skinned beauty in a
splashy orange dress, she was go-
ing to sing “Orange Colored Sky,”
the old Nat King Cole swinger she
used to win Miss Teen Ambas-
sador 2001 in Los Angeles. Al-
though she admitted to being a lit-
tle nervousssitting backstage at UC
Berkeley’s Zellerbach Hall on Sat-
urday morning with her mother,
she has sung in many competi-
tions before.

She is a freshman at Lincoln
Performing Arts High School in

. TiMm GOODMAN’S
televison column will return

THEATER.

APOLLO THEATER AMATEUR
NIGHT: With hosts Talent and
Capone, C.P. Lacey as “The
Executioner” and Apollo house band
Ray Chew & the Crew. 8 p.m. Jan.
31 at Zellerbach Hall, UC Berkeley.
Tickets: $20-$40. Call (510) 642-
9988 or www.calperfs.berkeley.edu.

San Jose and sings the national an-
them at Sharks games and other
sporting events. She has taken
voice lessons since she was 5 years
old and has studied with a vocal
coach since she was 10, And, yes,
Jessica Johnson wants to be in
show business.
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The New Faces perform at the Apolio Theater Amateur Night.
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Jessica Johnson finally made it
out to stage and handed her CD

to the sound technician. She an-
nounced her name (and audition
number] clearly and struck a pose,
waiting for her music to start, a
million-dollar smile lighting her’
face. The big-band track crashed
in behind her, and she went into
her act, belting out the lyrics —
“Crash! Bam! Alakazam!” — and
strutting the stage like a Vegas
showgirl. She ended with a big
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10 Jaron”
Hollander

| performs his

| clown act during
. auditions for the
- Apollo Theater
Amateur Night on
Jan. 21 at
Zellerbach
Auditorium. Left,
- contestant
Brittany Harris
belts out vocals.

finish, her hands spread trinm-
phantly.

“Thank you very much for
coming,” producer Brown said.
“You’ll hear from us by phone in
the next couple of days if you've
been chosen.”

E-mail Joel Selvin at jselvin@
sfchronicle.com.



